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TO  THE  GH/iIRI.'IAN  & MEMBERS  OF  THE  BRQMSGRQVE  RURi^L  DISTRICT  G OUNG I L 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1947.  The  report  gives  an  account  of  statistical  information 
which  has  had  to  be  gathered  from  many  sources,  and  I am  indebted 
to  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  S.  A.  Price,  your  Rating  & Valuation  Officer, 
Mr.  T,  Harris,  your  Senior  Sanitary  Insp-'ctor,  Mr.  P.  P.  Chamings, 
and  your  Housing  Manager,  Mr,  E,  J.  Wobloy.  It  is  I feel  useful 
information  on  which  some  part  of  the  policy  of  a Council  should 
be  based,  and  I cannot  stress  too  greatly  the  value  of  keeping 
accurate  and  readily  accessible  records. 

The  whole  of  the  year  was  during  the  term  of  office  of  my 
predecessor.  Dr.  L,  J,  Bacon,  and  I have  been  able  to  make  comment 
only  when  necessary  to  bring  out  the  more  outstanding  features. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  aREa  . 


Area  in  acres  45,610. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 


resident  population  mid  1947 

mid  1946 
mid  1945 
mid  1937 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - end  of  1947 

end  of  1946 
end  of  1945 
end  of  1937 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1947 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rato 

Population  by  Parishes  1939  Census 

- 25,230 

- 24 , 640 

- 23,890 

- 19,620. 

- 7,864 

- 7,656 

- 7,349 

- 6,645. 

£156 , 645 . 

£641. 

Estimated 

A Ive church 

3236 

1948. 

4440 

Be Ibr ought on 

2676 

2690 

Bentley  Pauncefoot 

344 

350 

Beoley 

770 

860 

C lent 

1943 

1990 

Cofton  Hackott 

3736 

. 4425 

Dodford-with-Grafton 

513 

550 

Fr ankle y 

184 

185 

Hag  ley 

2233 

2620 

Hunnington 

543 

490 

Roms  ley 

1070 

1140 

Stoke  Prior 

2130 

2320 

Tutnall  & Cobley 

697 

700 

Wythall 

4482 

5240 

TOTALS 

24557 

28000 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE  (Births  per  1,000  population); - 

1947  1946  1945  1957  1947  {England  & Wales) 

19.26  19.9  19.5  14.1  20.5 
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1 Xivc 

i . 

''  Births . 

M,. 

F. 

Total.: 

1 Legitimate 

254 

215 

469  1 

1 Illegitmate' 

■ 6 

11 

17  1 

1 Total 

i 

260 

226 

486  1 

Births  hy  Parisho 

E.  Number 

No, Inc 1.  inward 

No 

. of  children 

Regis- 

transfers  @ Birth 

under  1 yr . per 

tered. 

and  in  1st  yr . of 

1, 

000  Parish 

life . (Giving  No. of 

Populat ion. 

children  under  1 yr 

• 

A Ive church 

35 

69 

15.56 

Be Ibr ought on 

30 

32 

11.86 

Bentley  Pauncefoot  6 

7 

20.00 

Beoley 

o 

12 

13.95 

C lent 

10 

27 

13.57 

Cofton  Hackett 

76 

128 

28.93 

Dodford-with-Grafton  4 

4 

7.27 

Fr ankle y 

12 

18 

97.30 

Hag  ley 

26 

64 

24.43 

Hunnington 

2 

5 

10.20 

Romsley 

■ 1 

16 

14.04 

Stoke  Prior 

31 

31 

13.36 

Tutnall  & Gobloy 

9 

14' 

20,00 

Wythall, 

55 

107  • 

20  .4'2 

Totals 

324 

534  

ILLEGITB'IATf  RATE 

(Tobal  livG 

illngitimeto  births 

per 

1,000 

total 

live 

births ) 

1947 

1946  1 

945  ■ 1937 

34.9 

53.6  68,8  32c0 

STILL-BIRTH  RaTE . 

(Sti^ 1-bi 

rbhs  per  l^OOO  total 

Births);- 

1947  1946 
28.8  39.2 


1945  1937  a^9;^  (England  & Wales) 

19,0  38.1  23,8 


Still- 

Births  J 

M.  1 

F. 

Total 

i Legitimate 
i Illegitimate 

7 ' 
1 

6 

#<• 

: .! 

I-' 

i :i 

I Total 

■ 8 

I 6 

I 

14  1 

DEATH  RATE  (D'=‘aths  ' per  l^OOO  population)  j- 


1947  1946  1945  . .19^ 

10,3  11,1 


1947  (Enarland  & ^^alos). 

12.0 


9.9 


11.2 


Deaths. 

M.- 

F. 

Total,  i 

119 

133 

252  1 

i 

Deaths  by  Parishes. 


Alvechurch  -■  43 
Belbroughton  24 
Bentley  Pauncefoot  4 
Be  o ley  7 
Clent  . 15 
Gofton  Hackett  22 
Dodf ord-with-Grafton  14 
Frankley  3 
Hagley  29 
Hunningt  on  4 
Romsley  7 
Stoke  Prior*  15 
Tut nail  & Gob ley  10 
Wythall  49 
un-allocated  6 


252 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

1947  1946 

2.6  Nil 


(Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  totail^births ) ; - 

1945  1937  1947  (England  & Wales). 

2.1  ..  Nil  1..0 


i Maternal  Deaths 

i Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 ! 

i Other  Maternal  causes 

- 

I Total 

1 1 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 

1,000  related  live  births );- 


Legit imate 
Illegitimate 


1947  1946 

34.9  31.7 

2.0  80.0  . 


1945  1937 

45.9  29.7 

93.7  11.1 


1947  (England  & 
Wales.) 


37.3  43.3  49.5  32.4  41.0 


j 

I Infant  Deaths. 

1 " M. 

F. 

: 

Total  ; 

i Legitimate  8 

9 

17  1 

I Illegitimate  - 

1 

1 

1 Total  ^ 8 

10 

18 

4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DROMSGRQVE  RURAL  D I ST R IGT,1947 . 


I Causes  of  Death 

1 

i M. 

j 

1 P. 

TOTi^L 

1 mortality! 

i RATE  PER  1 
1 lyOOOPop;  1 

i 

i 

•;  1,  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevor 

1 2,  Cerebro-Spinal  Eever 

1 

- 

'l-v  . 

o 

• 

o 

3,  Scarlet  Fever 

Mi 

*- 

I 4.  Whooping  Cough 

i 

“ 

I - 

— 

i 5.  Diphtheria 

- 

**  1 

j 6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  3 

I 1 

4 

0.16  1 

1 7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 1 

- 

1 

0.04  i 

1 8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

0.04  i 

i 9.  Influenza 

2 

2 

0.08  1 

i 10.  Measles 

j *“ 

i — 

— 

i 11.  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and 

1 polio-encephalitis 

1 1 

1 

o 

• 

o 

1 12.  Acute  infectious  Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and 
j Oe  sophagus  (Y.)  and  Uterus  (P) 

1 

1 

0.04  ! 

! 14,  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

- 

4 

0.16 

1 15,  Cancer  of  Breast 

4 

0.16  ! 

j 16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

18 

12 

30 

1.15  1 

1 17.  Diabetes 

1 

5 

0.20  i 

1 18.  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

14 

20 

34 

1.35 

1 19.  Heart  Disease 

26 

40 

66 

2 .62 

|20.'  Other  Diseases  of  circulatory 
■j  system 

1 

5 

6 

0,24  i 

1 21.  Bronchitis 

6 

7 

13 

0.52 

j 22 . Pneumonia 

3 

7 

0.28  1 

j 23 . Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 1 

3 

6 

0.24  1 

124.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 i 

1 

2 

0,08  1 

|25,  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 

1 1 

- 

1 

0.04  X 1 

1 26 , Appendicitis 

2 i 

2 

0.08  1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases  j 

2 i 

3 

5 

0.20  1 

28.  Nephritis 

2 1 

4 

6 

0 e 24  i 

29.  Puerperal  & Post  Abortive  sepsis  { 

- i 

1 

1 

0.04  I 

■30.  Other  maternal  causes  i 

— 

- 

— i 

— 1 

31.  Premature  Birth 

2 I 

1 

3 i 

0.12  i 

32.  Congenital  Malformation,  birth 

injuries  & other  infant  diseases  I 

4 1 

8 

12  1 

0.48  1 

33.  Suicide  I 

1 1 

- 

1 1 

0.04  I 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents.  1 

1 I 

1 

2 I 

0.08  i 

,35.  Other  Violent  causes  I 

5 1 

3 

8 I 

0 .32  j 

36.  All  other  causes  j 

13  1 

10 

23  1 

0.91  i 

i 

1 TOTALS 

j 

119  ! 

133 

252  1 

9.99  1 

X Rate  per  1,000  births  - 2,05. 


The  Vital  Statistics  show  no  great  departure  from  the  usual 
and  expected  figures. 

The  Birth  Rate  (19,26)  shows on  tho  previous 
year"^  rate  is  satisfactory  being  very  little  below  the  rate 

for  the  whole  country  (20,5).  Tho  Illegitimacy  Rate  shows  a 
further  welcome  drop  to  34.9 

The  effective  birth-rate  in  which  vie  might  well  include  inward 
transfers  in  the  first  year  of  life,  as  there  have  been  probably 
few  outward  transfers,  v^rill  indicate  more  clearly  the  natural 
increase  in  population  in  the  district.  They  are  shown  by  parishes 
in  order  to  demonstrate  the  wide  differences  existing  betv/een 
different  parishes  in  the  district.  They  vary  from  97  per  1,000 
population  to  7 per  1,000  population,  though  these  figures  are  based 
on  small  numbers,  even  in  parishes  with  bigger  populations,  for 
example  Cofton  Hackett  and  Belbroughton,  this  difference  is 
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very  considerable,  one  of  them,  Gofton,  having  a birth-rate 
nearly  three  times  that  of  the  other.  These  figures  must  give 
some  indication  of  the  probable  future  natural  growth  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  district. 

Still-Births . (28.8  per  1,000  total  births)  This  figure 

shows  a drop  compared  with  the  previous  year’s,  but  as  we  are 
not  dealing  with  large  numbers  fairly  considerable  fluctuations 
are  to  be  expected,  and  we  can  only  fully  appreciate  the  figures 
taken  over  a number  of  years. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (37.5)  This  shows  a slight  decrease 
compared  with  the  figure  for  the  whole  country,  41.0  per  1000 
live  births.  As  the  major  causes  of  infant  mortality  have  nov; 
been  overcome  it  villi  be  appreciated  that  only  small  improvements 
can  be  expected  each  year  in  the  figure  for  infant  mortality. 

In  all,  32  children  out  of  486  born  failed  to  reach  one  year 
of  ago • 

Deaths . 

The  major  causes  were  as  follows  (by  percentage ); - 

. .1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 

system  (including  apoplexy)  42.1^  of  all  deaths 


„2.  Cancer  (all  forms)  15.5^  -do- 

,3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.)  10.3^  -do- 

,4.  Violence  4.4^  -do- 

5,  Congenital  disease,  malformation  etc.  4.0^  -do- 

6,  Tuberculosis  2,0^  -do- 


The  major  cause  of  death  is  disease  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system;  this  includes  most  deaths  in  old  age  and, 
therefore,  is  largely  unavoidable;  as  the  number  of  preventable 
deaths  falls  this  proportion  should  continue  to  show  an  increase. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  distribution  of 
deaths  according  to  age ; - 


Age  in  years  % 

( 0 - 1 

6.7 

i 1 - 14 

4.4 

I 15  - 44 

9.5 

1 45  - 64 

19.5 

1 65  and  oyer 

59.9  -I 

] 
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oEGTIOH  B. 

GENER7\L  provision  op  health  services. 


Services  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  County  Council,  as  Welfare  and  Educaticrn  Authority, 
provides  the  majority  of  the  personal  health  services  for  the 
District,  These  services  include 

(a)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres,  which  in  some  cases  are 
provided  directly  by  the  County  Council  and  in  others  are  managed 
by  voluntary  Committees,  the  County  Council  providing  medical  and 
nursing  staff. 

Each  Clinic  provides  one  or  more  of  the  following  services  - 
Infant  Welfare  work,  Ante-natal  supervision,  and  School  Medical 
(Minor  Ailments)  work;  and  special  clinics  or  sessions  are  held 
for  dental  treatment,  eye  defects,  orthopaedic  treatment,  and 
tuberculosis  (dispensary)  work. 


Ante-natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows 


A Ive church  I,W,C. 

Be o ley  I,¥/,C. 
Belbroughton  I .W.C , 

C oft on  Hackett  I.W,C, 
Clent  I.W,C, 

Hag ley  I. W.C, 

Tardebigge  I .W.C . 

West  Heath  I. W.C. 

West  Heath  A.N.C.  ■ 
Wythall  A.N.C.  and 

I. W.C.  combined 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  in  month. 
3rd  Wednesday  in  month. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Mondays  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in  month. 
1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  in  month. 
Every  Friday  in  month. 

1st  and '3rd  Fridays  in  month. 

2nd  and  4th  7/ednesday  in  month. 


A great  deal  of  valuable  work,  directed  towards  the  ■ 
preservation  of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  is  carried 
out  in  these  Clinics  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff,  and  by 
the  voluntary  assistants. 


(b)  Midwifery  Services  (domiciliary) . Midwives  in  private 
practice  and  employed  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations  and 
supervised  for  this  purpose  by  the  County  Council. 


(c)  Laboratory  Facilities.  The  County  Laboratory  undertakes 
the  examination  of  clinical  material  (throat-swabs,  sputum,  blood, 
etc.)  water  milk  and  foodstuffs. 


(d)  Hospitals . The  folloviring  Hospital  facilities  are  available, 
most  of  which  are  provided,  directly  or  by  arrangement,  by  the 
County  Council; - 


1.  Infectious  Disease 

(including  tuberculosis) 


Bromsgrove,  Droitwich  and  Redditch 
Joint  Hospital  (Bromsgrove). 


2,  Tuberculosis 

3,  Smallpox 

4,  Maternity 


5,  Children’s  Diseases 


Knightv/ick  Sanatorium  and  Hay  ley 
Green  Sanatorium, 

Vif.C.C,  Smallpox  Hospital,  Worcester. 

Mary  Stephens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge;  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity 
Hospital,  Stourport;  and  Rigby  Hall 
Maternity  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 

The  Children’s  Hospital;  Birmingham. 


6,  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  cases 


7,  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  cases. 


Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital;  The 
Smallwood  Hospital  (Redditch);  The 
Children’s  Hospital  (Birmingham);  & 
•The  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital  (B’ham), 

The  General  Hospital  Birmingham;  and 
The  Royal  Infirmary,  ’Worcester. 
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8.  Venereal  Disease 


9 


Public  Assistance  Gases 
.(■General) 


-The  General  • H 
and  The  Royal 


Birmingham; 
Infirmary,  Worcester 


The  Bromsgrove  liiblic  Assistance 
Institution* 


10.  Public  Assistance  Cases  Barnsley-  Hall  "Mental  Hospital, 

(Mental)  ■,  Bromsgrove;',  and  Powick  .Mental  . 

■ Hospital,  Malvern.  . 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  hospital-facilities  provided 
by  or  through  the  County  Council,  residents  in  the  District  have 
access  for  general  illness  to  the  Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital, 
the  Smallwood  Hospital  (Redditch),  and  the  various  hospitals  in 
Birmingham.  - 


The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Service,  (see  Section  P.)  is 
provided  jointly  by  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council,  the  latter  being  responsible  for 
the  protection  Of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  Ambulance  Service.  An  ambulance  is"  provided  by  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  cases. 

For  other  cases,  arrangement s , have  been  made  with  neighbouring 
Authorities  so  that  the  Mmole  District  is  covered  by  one  or 
other  of  the  available  ambulance  services.  In  Wythall  an 
ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  Rod  Cross  and  St.  John's 
organisations . ^ . 


Health  Education.  The  Council  contributes  to  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education,  and  material  (leaflets  and  posters} 
prepared  by  the  Central  Council  has  been  used  for  display  and 
distribution  throughout  the  District.  ' ' 


SECTION  C . 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 


1,  Sanitary  Inspect  Ion  of  the  Area. 

The  Health  Department  lacks  a good  deal  of  information 
which  it  should  have,  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
area.  As  was  pointed  out  in  the  previous  report,  the 
department  was  seriously  understaffed  in  1946  and  the  district 
could  not  he  kept  under  regular  survey  for  sanitary  defects  to 
any  significant  extent;  though  I have  little  doubt  that  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  v/orkod  hard  during  the  year,  they  never 
succeeded  in  making  good  the  deficiency,  and  indeed  at  the 
present  moment  we  are  still  without  a good  deal  of  basic 
information  which  a health  department  should  possess. 

Details  of  the  sanitary  inspections  are  given  by  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report. 


2,  Water  Supply. 

In  general  in  the  more  populous  parts  of  the  district  a 
piped  water  supply  is  available,  whilst  in  the  most  scattered 
areas  wells  have  still  to  be  relied  upon.  The  general  policy 
is  to  extend  the  mains  to  serve  the  more  scattered  areas,  but 
obviously  in  many  cases  this  will  be  totally  uneconomical  and 
the  cottage  right  out  in  the  country  must  remain  dependent  on 
it  s well.  It  is  worth  v\;hile  remembering  that  the  water  from 
v/ells  attached  to  scattered  properties  is  not  likely  to  be  a 
great  danger  to  the  public  health;  danger  arises  v/hen  there 
are  closer  aggregations  of  population  dependent  on  wells,  and 
where  these  conditions  exist  we  should  push  along  with  schemes 
to  furnish  the  necessary  water  mains.  A common  problem  today 
is  that  provided  by  dairy  farms  with  defective  water  supplies, 
in  these  cases  it  is  necessary  to  spend  largo  sums  of  money  in 
providing  a satisfactory  supply  to  obviate  a danger  to  the 
public  health. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  varies  considerably 
throughout  the  district,  for  instance  in  some  parts,  for 
example  in  Rowney  Green  (Alvechar ch) , the  mains  supply  is 
intermittent;  in  many  districts  the  only  supply  is  from  wells 
which  are  often  quite  unsatisfactory. 

The  amount  of  routine  sampling  will  have  to  bo  considerably 
increased  before  we  can  be  easy  in  our  minds  that  we  are  doing 
all  we  can  to  ensure  a safe  water  supply  throughout  the  district, 
even  though  this  may  considerably  increase  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Sampling  from  the  mains  is  carried  out  in  various  parts  of 
the  district,  in  1947  none  wore -unsatisfactory . 

Sampling  at  the  source  is  carried  out  by  the  viator 
undertakers,  and  specimen  results  are  given  below;  they  are 
all  satisfactory. 
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Clear 


Clear 


Clear 


Physicoal  Characters 


None 


None 


None 


Odour . 


None 


Slight 

3rov/n 


V. Slight 
■3ro\m. 


Deposit . 


6.8 


7.2 


7.6 


7.0 


7.9 


pH. 


None 


4.6 


Trace 


Slight 

Trace 


«(Dried  at  lOOOC ) 

Solids  in  Suspension. 


24 


27 


50 


X (Dried  at  100°C ) 
Solids  in  Solution. 


20 


24 


39 


» Solids  in  Solution 
After  Ignition. 


2.9 


0.9 
(as  Chlortns 


4.2 


3.13 


4.7 


K Chlorides  Calculated 
as  Common  Salt. 


2,1 


48 


Hardness  Permanent. 


16 


66 


38 


^ Hardness  Temporary. 


14 


22 


114 


41 


^ Hardne  s s Total. 


0.002 


0.000 


0.016 


0.003 


Free  & Saline  Ammonia. 


Trace 


Trace 


Trace 


None 


None 


None 


None 


0.12 


^ Nitric  Nitrogen 
(N itrates ) 


None 


Trac: 


Non: 


None 


0.12 


0.013 


None 


None 


10 


0 


(1  d 5^  @ 
38ocr 
5.7 


0 


30 


140 


2 


20 


X Nitrous  Nitrogen 
(Nitrites ) 


X Oxygen  Absorbed  in 
4 hrs.  at  270C. 


Toxic  Metals. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  SXiMINATI ON , 

No.-  of  Colonies  Developing 
upon  Agar.' 


( a ) In  2 days  at  37 
per  1 c.c. 


^C 


b)  In  3 days  at  22'°C 
per  1 'c.c. 


Coli -Aerogenes ( Presumptive 
Coli  ) Count,  per  100  c.c. 


Expressed  In  parts  per 

100,000. 


10 


The  supply  of  water  in  the  parishes  is  as  follov;s;- 

Alveclmirch  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company. 

Birminglmm  Corporation, 

■ and  wells . 

Be Ibr ought on ' Stourbridge  & District  Water  Board. 

East  Worcestershire  V/aterworks  Co. 
(Fairfield  District) 

' South  Staffordshire  Waterv/orks  Co. 

and  wells . 

Bentley  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Co., 

Paunceroot . and  Wells. 

Beoley  Bromsgrove  Rural  District  Council  supply 

from  Borehole, 
and  wells. 

Clent  Stourbridge  & District  Water  Board, 

and  wells. 


Cofton  Hackett 

East  Worcestershire  Watorv/orks 
Birmingham  Corporation, 
and  v;olls. 

. 

0 

0 

Dodford-with- 

Grafton 

Wells  etc. 

Frankley 

Birmingham  Corporation, 
and  wells. 

HaRlejy 

Steurbridge  & District  Water  Board 

Hunnington 

South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 
and  wells . 

Co. 

Romsley 

South  Staffordshire  Waterv/orks 
and  wells . 

• 

0 

0 

Stoke  Prior 

East  Worcestershire  Waterworks 
and  wells. 

Co. 

Tutnall  Sc 

Cob ley 

East  Worcestershire  Waterworks 
and  wells. 

• 

0 

0 

Wythall 

Birmingham  Corporation, 
and  wells. 

There  have  been  extensions  of  mains  during  the  year  a 
follows ; - 

By  tho  East  shire  ^''^ster.vorks  Co., 

Tanyard  Lane,  A Ive church  70  yds.  4” 

Bittell  Lane,  Barnt  G-reen  " 219  yds.  4” 

Buntsford  Hill  & Whit ford 

Bridge,  Stoke  Prior  2,115  yds.  3” 


By  the  Birmingham  Corporation  - 

Frankley  Green  58  yds.  4” 

By  the  Stourbridge  & District  Water  Board  - 

'Voroester  Road,  Hagley  325  yds.  4" 

Sweetpool  Lane,  Hagley^^ 


Proposed  extensions  of  mains  in  order  of  priority  are 
as  follows j- 


Subject  to 
possible 
amendment , 


X 

Priority 

Location 

Parish. 

1. 

Tanners  Green  and 

I 

Inkford. 

Wythall.  i 

Packhorse  Lane. 

! 

2. 

Wildmoor ■ 

Belbroughton  | 

3. 

Gt . Bedford  and 

Dodford-with-  i 

Woodcote 

Grafton.  ■ i 

1 4, 

Holt  End  Village. 

Beoley-i- 

1 5 . 

Upper  Bentley. 

Bentley 

Pauncef oot . 

! 6. 

Sharpway  Gate 

Stoke  Prior. 

i 7. 

Walton  Pool. 

Clent. 

8. 

Rumbow 

Clent  and  1 

Romsley.  | 

1 9. 

Made  ley  Heath 

Belbroughton.  1 

1 10. 

Croppings  Green 

Belbroughton.  1 

- ■ _j 

Drainap:e  and  Sewerage* 

The  main  built  up  areas,  v/ith  one  or  two  exceptions  are 
sev/ered,  about  two  thirds  of  the  total  number  ofhcuses  being 
connected  to  sewers.  Sewerage  is  very  closely  linked  with 
water  supply  and  generally  speaking  where  there  is  a mains 
water  supply  sewerage  is  essential;  in  a scattered  rural  area 
of  course  sewerage  .is  usally  impracticable  from  an  economic 
point  of  view  and  the  present  criterion  is  cost.  We,  therefore, 
have  to  accept  the  absence  of  sewers  in  many  country  districts 
and  indeed  v/hen  properties  are  scattered  their  absence  is  not 
often  a danger  to  health.  One  of  the  advantages  of  Town  and 
Country  Planning  is  that  building  can  be  guided  to  sites  whore 
sewerage  is  practicable.  .The  most  satisfactory  alternative  is 
private  drainage  to  a suitp.ble  tank  and  filterbed,  conservancy 
methods  are  definitely  undesirable  and  should  never  be  allowed 
when  an, alternative  is  possible. 

Proposed  extensions  of  sewers  are  at  Alvechurch,  Romsley, 
and  Wythall,  and  new  sewerage  schemes  with  the  necessary  disposal 
works  are  proposed  for  Belbroughton  and  Beoley;  it  is  hoped  that 
the  work  at  Belbroughton,  the  most  urgent,  v/il]  begin  in  the  near 
future . 

Sewage  Disposal  works  are  as  follows 


Alvechurch 

Glent 


- Lye  Bridge . 


Cofton  Hackett 

Hagley  ' ' 

Hunnington 
Stoke  Prior 

Wythall- 


Ha 

Hor 


ssell  Lane  ) land  irrigation, 

rse  Pasture-)  ; ■ --  '.yi 


Pumping  station  to 
Bi  T^mi  nvham 


Kingswood  Road 
Cofton  Road. 
Sv/eetpool . 
Illoy  Lane. 


Stoke  Works. 

Finstall  - Pumping  station  to  Bromsgrov«D 

U.D.C. 

Houndsfiold  Lane. 


They  all  gave  satisfactory  service  throughout  the  year 
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The  Council  provide  a cesspool  emptying  service. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  coriection  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of 
the  Surveyor'’'s  Department.  It  constitutes  a steady  source  of 
worry  as  is  usual  in  most  districts.  Collection  is  as  far  as 
possible  carried  out  fortnightly,  though  this  service  in  such 
an  extensive  district  is  very  difficult  to  maintain  with  a 
limited  staff-;  recruitment  of  staff  is  a difficulty  which 
appears  to  be  increasing  all  over  the  country.  Collection  in 
the  many  parts  of  the  district  which  are  semi  urban  in  character 
is  a much  bigger  problem  than  it  is  in  a fully  urbanised  district 
though  it  calls  for  the  same  efficient  service.  At  present 
considerable  thought  is  being  given  to  sim.plifying  storage  and 
collection  to  reduce  the  labour  needed. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  ,at  five  sites,  placed  to  servo  the 
main  aggregations  of  population;  they  are  at  - Alvechurch, 
Belbroughton,  Hagley,  Stoke  Prior,  and  Wythall;  complete 
control  of  tipping  is  not  possible  from  an  economic  point  of 
view,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  tips  appear  to  have  been  run  with 
little  nuisance  during  the  year. 

No  of  bins  of  refuse  collected  132,864. 

Paper  salvage  110  tons. 

Occasional  private  rubbish  tipping  has  to  be  dealt  with 
such  as  dumps  of  old  motor  car  bodies  and  scrap  iron.  These 
are  unsightly  but  cause  little  nuisance. 

Rivers  Pollution. 


The  Worcestershire  County  Council  is  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Authority, 

Verminous  Conditions. 

This  is  not  a big  problem  in  this  district  and  occasioned 
only  one  or  two  treatments  in  the  year. 

Rodent  Control. 

This  was  carried  out  in  the  case  of  agricultural  land  and 
buildings  by  the  Worcestershire  Agricultural  Executive  Committoo, 
in  the  case  of  your  Authority’s  undertakings,  sewage  works  and 
refuse  tips,  by  your  Surveyor’s  Depo.rtment,  and  in  the  case  of 
private  properties  by  your  Sanitary  Department , an  account  o.f 
this  work  carried  out  is  given  in  the  report  of  your  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Factories . 

This  Council  has  duties  under  the  Factories  Act  Parts  1 -"ind 
8.  An  up  to  date  register  of  Factories  should  be  kept  and  a 
register  of  outv/orkers.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  bo  possible 
this  year  to  bring  the  Factory  Register  up  to  date;  as  far  as 
I have  been  able  to  ascertain  there  are  no  outworkers  in  the 
district.  It  is  important  that  your  Council  shall  have  a 
complete  register  of  factories  in  order  that  it  may  carry  out 
its  duties  under  the  Factories  Act,  and  that  all  outworkers 
should  be  notified  to  the  authority  in  order  that  there  may  bo 
some  supervision  of  their  working  conditions. 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includinp; 

inspections  made  by  Sanitar:,'  Inspectors) 


Premises  ‘ 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspoc 
t ions . 

Written 

Notices 

I Occupiers 

1 Prosecuted. 

1, Factories  in  which  Sec. 1^2, 
3,4  & 6 are  to  he  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

6 

8 

i 

- 

2, Factories  not  included  in 

1.  to  which  Sec. 7 applies 
(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities (Transfer  of 
Enforcement ) Order  1938. 

^73 

\ — I 

CO 

(b)  Others . . . 

- 

3. Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

i 

1 

; 

TOTALS 

79 

...  j 

89  1 

1 

2.  Gases  in  which  defects  vi’-ere 

found . 

! ’ 

I 

Number 

of  cases 

in  which 
found  , 

defects  were 

Number  of 
cases  in  i 

1 Particulars 

! 

Found 

Remodiedi 

1 

referred 

to  K.M.  [By  H.M. 
Inspector!  Inspector 

which  j 

prose  cuticre 

were 

instituted 

1 r 

Want  of  Cleanliness (S.l) 

j 

*• 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

*"  I 

- 

1 

iUnreasonable 
i temperature  (S.3) 

1 

i 

! ** 

jlnadequate 

1 ventilation  (S.4) 

•• 

mm 

[ineffective  drainage 

1 of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

jSanitary  Conveniences 

i (3.7)  - 

ia.  Insufficient. 

■ 

■ ^ 

lb.  Unsuitable  or 

1 defective 

3 

3 

, 

I 

1 

Ic.  Not  separate  for 
i sexes. 

i 

1 

1 

i 

- 

- 

I 

lOther  offences  (not 
i Including  of  fenny's 

1 relating  to  Homework) 

•• 

1 

— 1 

1 

- 

- 

! TOTALS 

i — 1 

4 

, . ,,  ■■  — — 

4 

1,  ,■  — ■ ■■  ■ ..j 

- 
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SECTION  D, 


Housinp; . 


As  it  was  pointed  out  in  tho  last  annual  report,  the  normal 
work  of  the  Puhlic  Health  Department  in  connection  with  housing 
is  mainly  carried  out  in  pursuance  of  tho  roquiromonts  of  tho 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  and  comos  under  four  headings, 

t 

(1)  • The  maintaining  of  dwelling  houses  in  a sanitary  and 

habitable  state, 

(2)  The  demolition  or  closure  of  individual  houses  which 

are  insanitary  and  cannot  bo  repaired  at  reasonable 

expense , 

(3)  The  clearance  or  re -development  of  areas  whore  insanitary 

dwellings  are  congested  (’’slum  cloarance ** ) , 

(4)  The  prevention  and  abateraont  of  overcrowding. 

In  none  of  these  fields  of  work  v/as  satisfactory  progress 
possible  during  1947, 

In  dealing  with  the  maintenance  of  dwelling  houses  in  a 
sanitary  and  habitable  state  with  rents  pegged  at  the  pre-v/ar 
level  and  the  cost  of  repairs  up  by  throo  and  four  hundred 
percent,  your  Inspectors  had  an  extremely  difficult  task,  A 
good  deal  of  the  poorer  property  in  tho  district  was  let  at  a 
very  low  rent  before  the  war  as  the  demand  for  this  type  of 
property  was  not  great;  many  of  tho  houses  v/ero  in  a poor  state 
of  repair,  as  their  expected  length  of  life  is  being  indefinitely 
prolonged.  It  is  difficult  to  ask  owners  to  carry  out  all  the 
repairs  which  would  be  necessary  to  bring  tho  cottages  up  to  a 
good  standard  of  repair,  for  instance  the  putting  on  of  a now  roof 
at  present  day  prices  v/ould  probably  in  some  casos  absorb  the  rent 
obtained  for  tho  next  twenty  years.  On  the  other  he.nd  with  the 
acute  shortage  of  houses  this  old  property  cannot  bo  readily 
condemned  and  your  Inspectors  have  been  faced  v\;ith  the  task  of 
inducing  owners  to  do  the  minimum  of  patching  up  necessary  to 
keep  the  property  habitable,  though  tho  resulting  lov;  standard  of 
accommodation  is  far  from  desirable.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some 
legislative  changes  will  be  made  which  v/ill  make  it  economically 
possible  to  carry  out  much  more  repair  v;ork  to  avoid  our  losing 
property  which  might  profitably  be  salvaged  and  in  order  that 
people  might  be  accommodated  in  dwellings  in  a bettor  state  of 
repair , 

No  demolition  orders  were  made  and  no  houses  were  demolished. 

No  clearance  work  v;as  carried  out  - probably  very  little  will 
be  necessary  in  this  area  as  most  of  the  aggregations  of  houses 
are  in  new  estates,  the  big  problem  is  that  of  dealing  with  largo 
numbers  of  single  unfit  houses,  h survey  of  rural  housing  was 
in  progress  during  1947,  which  should  give  a reasonably  good 
picture  of  the  present  conditions  when  it  is  completed;  at  present 
we  have  no  definite  information  as  to  tho  proportion  of  unfit 
property  in  this  area. 

It  was  possible  to  do  little  to  abate  overcrowding:  that 
much  overcro'wding  exists  in  the  district  would  appear  probable 
from  the  number  of  severe  cases  which  periodically  come  to  light, 
no  doubt  the  rural  housing  survey  will  supply  some  information 
indicating  tho  extent  of  overcrowding.  Increased  house  building 
is  the  only  solution  and  no  doubt  as  building  is  sboppod  up  v/a 
shall  bo  able  to  deal  with  overcrowding. 
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During  the  year  22  new  houses' wore  built  by  the  local 
authority  and  24  by  private  enterprise. 

At 'the  year  end  30’  houses  were  under  construction. 

The 'number  of  applicants  for  houses  at  the  end  of  1947 
was  approximately  669, 

Some  69  families  were  accommodated  in  squatters  camps. 


-16- 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  hND  SUPERVISION-  OF  FOOD  . 

1 • Food  Premises. 

Inspection  of  food  promises,  that  is  v/here  food  is  prepared 
stored  or  sold,  in  fact  almost  anywhere  whore  food  is,  apart  from 
the  private  dwelling  house,  are  subject  to  inspection  in  order  to 
ensure  that  they  comply  with  Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act 
1938.^  This  act  was  passed  in  1938  to  oncure  the  satisfactory 
handling  of  food,  but  it  has  come  into  operation  very  slowly  as 
very  little  could  be  carried  out  during  the  war  years  and  immediately 
following  the  war  labour  and  material  greatly  curtailed  work  necessary 
for  improvement. 

There  is  general  agreement  throughout  the  country  that  food 
handling  is  far  from .sat isf actory,  a comparison  between  what  one 
can  consider  satisfactory  and  what  often  obtains  is  alarming,  food 
often  being  handled  most  carelessly  and  under  appalling  conditions. 

One  of  the  main  difficulties  is  that  presented  by ' the  labour  problem, 
in  our  present  state  of  education  work  in  the  food  trade  lacks  the 
necessary  glamour  to  attract  the  best  type  of  worker  and  the 
education  of  food  handlers  is,  therefore,  often  a difficult  task. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  manner  in  which  much  of  our  food  is 
produced  and  handled  leaves  much  to  be  desired  and  increasing 
attention  must  be  paid  to  this  very  important  aspect  of  public 
health  work, 

2,  Meat . 

The  slaughtering  of  animals,  apart  from  cottagers  pigs,  and  the 
distribution  of  meat  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  At 
present  there  is  considerable  scope  for  improvement ^ in  the  transport 
of  meat  from  the  depots  to  the  retailers,  this  cannot  bo  done  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  unless  in  properly  constructed  lorries  v/hich  wo 
hope  to  see  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Slaughtermens  licences  wore  issued  by  this  authority  subject  to 
certain  conditions,  one  of  which  was  the  use  of  a humane  killer;  it 
is  not  easy  to  be  sure  that  a humane  killer  is  always  used,  but  your 
inspectors,  who.,  endeavour  to  inspect  as  m.any  pigs  as  possible  at 
slaughtering,  do  their  best  to  see  that  the  requirements  are  fulfilled 
and  a....humano  killer  used, 

3,  Milk. 

There  were  253  dairy-farms  registered  in  the  district  in  1947, 
a decrease  of  10  on  the  previous  year,  a.nd  the  number  of  milking  cows 
was  3,080,  a slightly  lower  number  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

There  were  26  producers  of  T.T.Milk,  7 more  than  in  1946,  40  of 
Accredited  Milk,  4 less  than  in  1946,  and  two  dairymen  held 
Pasteurising  Licences  compared  with  one  in  1946. 

Much  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  district  is  presumably  retailed 
from  dairies  in  the  surrounding  towns  and  is  in  all  probability 
pasteurised. 

The  work  of  the  Hep,lth  Department  in  respect  of  milk  comprises 
(1)  the  registration  of  dairymen  and  dairy  farms  and  the  issue  of 
licences  to  deal  in  designated  milks;  (2)  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  all  cow-sheds  and  dairies.,  and  of  the  health  and 
cleanliness  of  dp.iry-v/orkers ; (3)  the  submission  of  samples  for 

analysis  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  to  ensure 
that  the  special  standards  applicable  to  designated  milks  are 
maintained;  (4)  the  submission  of  samples  of  non-dosignated  milk 
under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Orders,  for  bacteriological  examination 
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as  a check  on  cleanliness  in  production,  and  (5)  tho  investigation 
of  complaints  as  to  uncleanliness  of  milk  or  bottles,  premature 
souring  or  other  defects.  This  work  Was  carried  out  during  1947 
as  fully  as  possible  with  the  staff  available  and  details  of 
inspections,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Report, 

The  conditions  at  the  farms  are  not  in  all  cases  satisfactory, 
and  some  of  the  raw  nonr-designated  milk  supplied  must  be ‘regarded 
as  potentially  productive  of  disease.  It  would  seem  that  the 
difficulties  of  clean  milk-production  are  such  that  the  objective 
of  a safe  milk  supply  in  the  district  can  only  be  mot  by  pasteurisation 
of  all  non-designated  milk, 

4.  Ice  Cream. 


It  has  bsen  recognised  that  from  its  composition  and  method  of 
production,  ice  cream  constitutes  a likely  vehicle  for  the  transmission 
of  disease;  this  recognition  and  the  enormous  increase  in  tho  demand 
has  led  to  considerable  attention  being  given  to  ice  cream; 
examination  can  ensure  its  safety  and  satisfactory  standards  of 
purity  are  being  formulated.  Prom  tho  point  of  view  of  food  value 
little  has  yet  been  done  a.nd  chemical  analysis  shov/s  very  wide 
variations  in  its  composition. 

Your  inspectors  frequently  visited  places  where  ice  cream  was 
prepared  and  sold, and  sampled  it;  a summary  of  the  results  is  given 
below.  One  difficulty  which  we  are  bound  to  encounter  is  that 
presented  b-y  unauthorised  producers,  and  unsatisfactory  producers 
coming  into  the  district  and  selling  ice  cree.m;  while  the  demand 
is  as  high  as  it  is  today  this  will  continue  and  we  need  to  be 
constantly  on  the  watch  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  by  unauthorised 
persons  - this  is  of  course  an  offence,  but  the  profits  in  ice  cream 
are  tempting  to  many  an  unscrupulous  person.  One  cannot  stress 
too  greatly  the  service  which  the  Public  would  render  by  reporting 
all  cases  when  they  have  suspicions  to  the  local  authority. 

Summary  of  Samples;-  . ' 


Grade 

No.  of  Samples.  | 

^ Satisfactory 

46  1 

1 2. 

( — I 

1 — 1 

i 3.  Needing 

i 

1 Improvement 

7 ! 

j 

1 4 , Unsat is- 
j factory 

1 1 

1 TOTAL 

1 » ; 

75  ..  J 

• > 

^ ..  — .d 
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SECTION  P. 


PREVALENCE- -OF  . -AND  -GQNTRQL-QVEP  v -INFECTIOUS" AND  QTIiER "DISEASES 

Not  if  ia'TpTe  ' Disease  s T94'7 ; - 

" \ 1 , 


1 DISEASE 

Corrected  . 

1 Admitted 

Deaths...,,.., 

1 ■ 

Not  if  icat  ions .. 

j .to-ilo-spital 

I Smallpox 

- 

4 

1 Dlphthef  la 

- 

r; 

» 1 

i.  Scar  let  Fever  ■ c 

24 

.7 

— \ 

: Measles 

250  

. .....4  

- ■ — - -I 

rdAThobpi rig”  Cough 

62 

2 

~ I 

1 Typhoid  Fever  ‘ 

- 

~ 

j 

i Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

- 

- 

I Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

1 Cerebrospinal  Fever 

2 

.2 

1 

j Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

■-  -6 

1 

! Encephalitis 

1 

1 

- 

i Acute  Pneumonia 

13 

'■  - 

7 

j Erysipelas 

4 . . 

•-2 

- 

i Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

1 

1.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

1 Malaria 

- 

i 

- 

TOTAL 

363 

^ 

29 

i 

10 

The'figures  given  in  the  Table  are  for  corrected  notifications, 
i.e.  confirmed  cases  of  disease.  The  figure  for  den.ths  from 
Pneumonia  is  not  relatable  to  the  figure  for  notifications; 
pneumonia  is  not  infrequently  entered  as  the  cause  of  death  in 
cases  where  there  has  been  no  notif icationo 

Smallpox . - No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  no  contacts 
wore  kept  under  surveilLanoG . 

Diphtheria  - F’ive  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria  v/ere  admitted  t.o.,.,  , 
hospital,  none  of  which  were  confirmed.  This  is  the  first  year'", 
in  which  there  has  been  no  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria,  as  far' 
as  can  be  ascertained  from,  what  records  wo  have,  and -it  undoubtedly 
confirms  the  value  of  diphtheria  immunisation.  . . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation . 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  immunisation 
during,  the  year  1947  was  as  follows;- 

Primary  Immunisation 

under  5 years  old  192 
5-14  years  o3-d  ; 28 


210 

Reinforcing  ( **Boo st or"  ) 

injection  -354 


The  ”immunisat ion  state”  of  children  in  the  Rural  District 
on  31st  December  1947  was  as  follov/s;- 
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i 

I Age 

0 - 

ij  1 - 2 1 2 - 3 

3 - 4l 

4-5 

5-9 

10  - 15 

Total. 

1 Number  Immunised 

I 

i - 

8 

1 114  1 209 

116  i 

148  i 

1,230 

- 1,176  1 

3,111  j 

1 

1 Related  No . of 

1 

1 children (Approx. 

) 

2,362 

3,718 

6,080  i 

\..  . ...  ...  ] 

j % immunised 

i - 

29.8^ 

64.7^ 

51.1^  1 

...i 

The  cemparahle  percentage  figures  on  31st  December  1946  were:- 
■ ■ . ' 

immunised  31.2^  56,6^  47.2^ 


As  children  are  not  normally  immunised  until  they  reach  the  age 
of  approximately  ten  months  the  maximum  possible  percentage  in  the 
pre-school  children  is  a little  over  eighty. 

The  position  according'  to  these  figures  would  appear  to  be  very- 
unsatisfactory,  but  a careful  investigation  of  the  position,  at 
present  being  carried  out,  would,  show  them  to  give  a very  incomplete  , 
picture.  The  figures  given  here  show  the  number  of  children  where 
immunisation  is  recorded  with  the  local  authority;  wo  are  finding 
that  in  fact  about  70^  of  the  pre-school  children  have  been  immunised. 

This  considerable  discrepancy  appears  to  be  due  to,  (1)  no 
records  of  immunisation  by  private  doctors  being  available,  (2)  very 
little  recording  of  children  immunised  outside  the  district  who  live 
in  the  district,  or  later  move  into  the  district,  (3)  failure  to 
■^ecord  children  immunised,  this  latter  applies  particularly  to 
children  in  the  ages  of  three  and  over. 

The  necessary  arrangements  have  been  made  to  obtain  a complete' 
record  of  the  immunisation  state  of  all  children  resident  'in  the 
district  in  order  that  we  may  know  whether  any  action  is  necessary 
to  raise  the  percentage  immunised.  From  preliminary  results  of  the 
survey  it  would  appear  that  the  immunisation  state  is  fairly 
satisfactory. 

Immunisation  Sessions  were  held  in  individual  districts  as 
foliows:- 


1 District 

\ 

} 

^No.  of 
Sessions 

Children 

Immunised  i 

1 

Children  J 

re- immunised.  j 

1 A Ive church 

6 

33  i 

69 

j Belbroughton 

4 

10 

5 1 

i Bentley 

1 

1 

- i 

j Beoley 

2 

5 

10  1 

i Clent 

5 

6 

19 

I C oft on  Hackett 

5 

23 

27 

Dodford 

2 

3 

4 

1 Fairfield 

1 

- 

12 

Hag ley 

4 

11 

49 

Romsley 

5 

15 

i 25 

Stoke  Prior 

4 

9 

8 

1 Stoke  Works 

5 

13 

1 9 

1 Tardebigge 

5 

24 

1 ^ 

1 West  Heath 

6 

57 

1 85  1 

i Wvthall 

i 

6 

19 

1 29  j 

i 

Scarlet  Fever . Twenty  four  cases  notified  shows  a reduction  of 
two  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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Measles , Two  hundred,  and  fifty  cases  of  inoaslos  v/ore  notified. 

This  considerable  figure,  compared  with  thirty  four  in  1946 
reflects  the  general  high  incidence  of  this  disease  which  obtained 
in  1947  throughout  the  country.  It  probably  demonstrates  a 
_ return- -to.  the  pre-war  periodicity  of  the  disease,  vi/hich  disappeared 
"diiring-iho.  war  years... 

-Whooping'  dough.  , Sixty-two  notified  cases  showed  a reduction  of 
fifty- nine  -.on  the  previous  years  figure^  The'  seriousness  of 
whooping  cough,  due  to  its  -complications,  is  being  more  appreciated 
than  it  was.  A prophylactic  vaccine  has  boon  introduced  during 
the  past  three  or  four  years  and  while  it  is  early  for  it  to  be 
proved.,  it  would  appear  to  afford" considerable  protection  and  I 
feel  it  should  be  brought  more  to" the  notice  of  the  public. 

Acute . Poliomyelitis . Five  cases  occurred  in  this  district  during 
the  year.  It  was  widespread  throughout  the  country  during  1947 
and  caused  considerable  anxiety  to  the  public.  Our  knowledge  of 
this  disease  is  still  far  from  complete  and  from  an  epedemiological 
point  of.  viev/  most  of  the  findings  of  research  have  been  of  a 
negative  character.  Current  theories  of  its  method  of  spread  are 
that  It  may  be  spread  from  the  nose  and  throat  or  by  the  excrement. 
During  an  epidemic-  it  appears  to  be  widespread  throughout  a community 
and  it  is  rather  puzzling  why  only  a relatively  small  number  of 
people  ar«  affected;  a large  number  of-  very  mild,  often  unrecognised, 
cases  occur  and  in  view  of  its  seriousness  probably  the  best  single 
measure  we  have  in  dealing  with  it  is  to  encourage  people  feeling 
off  colour,  during  -an  outbreo.k  of  the  disease, - to  seek  medical 
advice- -in  -Order  that  early  treatment  may  be  instituted. 

Its  other  name,  Infantile  Paralysis,  is  rather  m.isloading,  as 
it  occurs  at  any  age  j the  ages  of  the  cases  in  this  district  v/ere 
as  follows;- 


1 

j 

Sex 

Parish.  | 

4 yrs . 

Female 

C oft  on  Hackott; 

4i  " 

Female 

Cofton  Hackettj 

6 

Male 

Dodford-.  ! 

26 

Female 

Hagley.  1 

30  ” 

i 

Male 

Stoke  Prior,  i 

i 

There  were  no  other  diseases  notified  in  -^ing 

comment . 

Scabies . The  following  cases  of  scabies  were  dealt  with;- 

Households  treated  5 

Cases  treated  9 

Contacts  treated  17 

Total  persons  treated  26 

No  cases  of  personal  infestation  by  body  or  crab-lice  were 
reported  to  the  Department  during  the  yoer. 

Tuberculosis . 

Tuberculosis  is  notifiable  to  tho  District  Council,  and 
Officers  of  the  Health  Department  visit  bo  advise  as  to  measures 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  as  in  tho  ca.se  of  other 
infectious  disease.  Similarly  homos  are  visited  whore  deaths 
due  to  tuberculosis  have  occurred,. 

The  Tuberculosis  Service,  for  diagnosis,  treatment,  after-care 
examination  of  contacts,  etc.,  is  provided  by  tho  County  Counciil 

Thirteen  nev/  cases  of  pulmonary  and  three  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  or  otherwise  heard  of  during  the  year^ 
and  there  were  four  deaths  (pulmonary)  from  tho  disease-, 
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Tuberculosis  » Incidence  and  Mortality  durin/?;  1947 . 


1 

New  Gases. 

Deaths 

1 Age 

Pulmonary  •' 

Non* 

-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  i 

Non- Pulmonary  i| 

i { 

M. 

! P. 

1 . . 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P.  j 

M. 

p.  !' 

1 0 - 

1 - 

1 2 - 
j 5 - 
; 15  - 

1 

1 

1 

1 - 

i ”* 

1 ” 

i _ 

i 

i - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

*•>.  ! 

25  - 

3 

1 2 

1 

.. 

*-  i 

- 

35  - 

2 

i 1 

... 

1 

1 

.. 

- 

45  - 

1 

1 1 

1 

- 

- 

55  - 

2 

i - 

- 

- 

- 

- i 

- 

- 

65  & over 

- 

1 ~ 

- 

- 

- i 

- 

- 1 

i Totals 

9 

1 ^ 

1 

2 

3 I 

1 1 

*• 

*"  i 

The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Ro^ister  at  December,  1947  was 
as  follows;- 


1 1 M. 

P.  . ^ 

Total.'  j 

J 

1 Pulmonary 

! 49 

44 

93  i 

1 Non- Pulmonary 

i 16 

16 

32  1 

1 Total 
{ 

i ■ ■ ■ 

i 65 

J 

60 

125 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  BASTER,  McB,,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H: 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  ' , 
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Igi.ANmAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SaNITi-iRY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947  7 ^ 

To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the 

Bromsgrove  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  this,  my  first  Annual  report  as 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  year  1947. 

As  will  be  seen,  from  the  summary  of  inspections, 
has  been  made  to  give  due  attention  to  all  the  varied 
comes  under  the  Health  Department. 


your  Senior 


an  effort 
work  which 


considerable  amount  of  time  was  rightly  devoted  to  the 
housing,  problem  and  in  spite  of  the  many  unavoidable  restrictions 

getting  essential  repairs  carried  out 
and  also  where  ever  possible,  in  getting  houses  provided  with 
wholesome  water  supplies. 

Staffing  difficulties,  and  the  need  of  dealing  with  necessary 
routine  work  prevented  progress  being  accelerated  with  the  Rural 
Survey. 


Considerable  attention  has  boon  given  to  the  question  of 
water  supplies  both  Public  and  Private  and  it  is  hoped  to  give 
even  more  attention  to  this  vital  aspect  of  Pi,ib lie  Health  work. 

^ In  spite  of  the  fact  that  since  the  passing  of  the  Milk  & 
Dairies  Act  1944,  we  have  only  been  acting  as  "caretakers”  of 
milk  production  on  the  farms,  this  important  work  has  not  been 
allowed  to  suffer  as  can  be  seen  from  the  number  of  inspections 
that  have  been  made. 

Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  question  of  inspection 
of  premises  where  food  is  handled  and  served  and  more  particularly 
where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  and/or  sold  and  I am  pleased  to 
report  that  the  traders  concerned  have  given  ivilling  and  helpful 
co-operation  in  this  matter. 


The  Local.  Pood  Executive  Officer  has  also  shown  helpful 
co-operation  by  referring  to  this  department  all  cases  where 
catering  licences  have  been  applied  for  so  that  a report  and 
recommendations  could  be  made  before  the  'ranting  of  licences 
was  considered.  • 


will  be  recalled  that  the  Health  Department  was  separated 
irom  the  Surveyors  Department  earlier  this  year  and  I would  like 
to ^record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given  me  by  my  staff  durinr 
this  transition  period. 

Rodent  Control. 


^ result  of  negotiations  between  the  Infestation  Department 

Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Council,  it  was  decided  to  appoint 
Rodent  Operative  and  he  commenced  his  duties  in  September 

1946 , 

^ ^ Much  useful  work  was  done  during  1947,  when  in  addition  to 
disinfestation  v/ork^the  major  part  of  the  district  was  surveyed 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  infestation  there  v/as  in  the 

district.  ) 

Apart  from  many  isolated  infestations  that  were  detected, 
action  was  taken  with  regard  to  - 

32.  Major  Infestations 
93- Minor  Infestations  and 
5 Mice  Infestations. 


Altogether  2512  vi'si t's  ’and  inspections  were  made,  and 
150  premises  were  treated  in  60  instances  gassing  was 
possible.  386  Rats  were  picked  up  and 'having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  poison  baits  and  gas  used  it  is  estimated 
(according  to  'Ministry  formula  ) that  over  4000  rats  were 
accounted  for. 

There  was  no  charge  on  the  rates  as  after  the  deduction 
of  monies  that  were  collected  for  w-ork  done  the  Ministry 
reimbursed  the  Council  the  balance  of  the  cost  of . the  service 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  give  the  Foreman  Rodent 
Operative  any  .additional  manual,  help,  and  it  was  pleasing  to 
receive  a number  of  appreciations  because  of  the  way  in  m^hich 
the  service  was  'carried  out. 

The  Surveyors  Department  was  responsible  for  surveying 
and  disinfesting  sewers,  sewerage  works  and  refuse  tips,  i 

PUBLIC  H3ALTH  ACTS. 


Inspections ; - 

Infectious  Disease  120 

Moveable  Dv;ellings  & Caravans  247 

House  Drainage  384 

Cesspools  29 

Water  Supply  316 

Water  Samples  - 

■'.Veils  Satisfactory  27 

Unsatisfactory  33  60 

Springs  Satisfactory-  3 

Unsatisfactory  4 7 

Mains  Satisfactory  9 

Unsatisfactory  ^ 9 

Stream  Satisfactory  . 2 

Unsatisfactory  - 2 

Domestic  animals  & piggeries  96 

"Verminous  houses  15 

Smoke  Abatement  12 

Total  1,2'S7 

HOUSING  ACT.  1936 
Ins pe ct ions  ; - 

Section  9.  35 

Section  11. 

Overcrowding  . 18 

Rural  Survey  (Pact  finding)  686 


Total  739 
MILK  & DAIRIES  ORDSR. 

No.  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms  253 
No.  of  Retailers  in  District  116 
No,  of  Milking  Cows  (Approx)  3080 
Cowsheds  & Dairies  (Inspections ) 390 
Samples  42 
No.  of  Licences  issued  under 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order  by  - 

(a ) Rural  District  Council 

Bottlers,  Accredited  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  3 

Retailers  Paeteurised  (Dealers  ) 1 

Pa  s t e ur  i s e d ( 3 apple  mentctry  J5 
Tuberculin  Tpfjs_tied  (Dealers)  8' 
-do-  (Supplementary)! 
Licence  2 


Pasteurisers 


26 

40 


(b)  County  Council 

“ ^ 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 


& FOOD 
Inspe  ctions 

General  Food  Premises  202 

Food  Preparing  Premises  9 

Slaughtering  (Emergency)  « 

Cottagers  Pigs  28 

Bakehouses  9 

Unsound  Food  27 

Amount  of  Food  volimtarily 
surrendered  & Destroyed,  lbs.  1342 


Total  Inspections 


Ice  Cream- 

No.  of  Manufacturers  Registered 
No,  of  Retailers  Registered 
No.  of  Samples  taken 

Grades  of  Samples 

Grade  1.  - Satisfactory  46 

Grade  2,  Satisfactory  11 

Grade  3,  Fairly  Satisfactory  7 

Grade  4.  Unsatisfactory  1 


FACTORIES  ACT. 
Inspections 


Outworkers  premises 

Factories  (Including  Laundries  and 

’'^'orkplaces  ) 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  = 


No.  Registered 

No.  Licensed 

No,  of  Inspections 

Knackers  Yards  (Inspections) 


Total  Inspections 

WORK  EFFECTED. 

Houses  drainage  connected  to  sewer  - 
(Existing  property) 
Cesspools  Abolished 
Conversions  to  W.C’s 
Cesspools  provided  and  repaired 
Obstructed  drains  dealt  with 


275 


19 

37 

65 


89 

5 


12 

27 


39 


22 

18 

28 

16 

40 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  1 

I roiniiixi,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


PE4RS0N.  p.  cmmms. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


1 


